MARCH 3





Thursday of Cheesefare/ Martyr Eutropius of Amasea, and with him Martyrs Cleonicus and Basiliscus

(at Daily Vespers, Wednesday evening)

"Lord, I Call..."    Tone 7

Lord, I call upon You, hear me. 
Hear me, O Lord.  

Lord, I call upon You, hear me. 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You.
Hear me, O Lord. 

Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice.
Hear me, O Lord. 

v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 
Tone 7
(from the Octoechos)
O glorious Apostles,

you plowed the whole earth with the plow of the understanding of God//

making a great harvest of the faithful to grow.
v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

O blessed Apostles,

disperse the storm of my passions,//

and enlighten me with the radiance of pure light!

v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch  let Israel hope on the Lord. 

As Disciples of the Word, you led the assembly of nations//

from ignorance to the understanding of God.

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 1    (for St Eutropius and his companions)  (O all-praised martyrs)
O martyrs, three in number,

you contended mightily against those who cruelly condemned you.

You endured many cruel pains with faith

and received the Kingdom on high.//

Therefore, pray that God will grant our souls peace and great mercy!

v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

Let us praise Eutropius with spiritual songs,

together with the steadfast Cleo‘nicus and Basiliscus!

By the grace of piety,

they utterly consumed the tinder of ungodliness with fire.

Now they illumine the ends of the earth

like brilliant beacons with divine and fiery radiance,//

casting all delusion into darkness.

v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 
When your heads were cut off, O courageous athletes,

you crushed the head of the Enemy beneath your beautiful feet.

You are unwavering stars and living sacrifices,

treasures of the temple of heaven.

O glorious Eutropius, Basiliscus and Cleonicus,//

entreat for peace for us all!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 1
 (Theotokion)

Rejoice, O strange and wonderful report, Chaste Virgin;

rejoice, holy tree of Paradise, planted by God;

rejoice, blotting out of evil demons;

rejoice, two-edged sword, beheading the enemy by your strange and 

marvelous birth-giving!

O Maiden, all-holy and supremely blameless,//

call us back, who are in exile.
Tone 5
Prokeimenon      

Save me, O God, by Your name, and judge me by Your strength!  (Ps 53/54:1)

v: Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth! (Ps 53/54:1)
Reading from Joel (3:12-21)
Tone 6
Prokeimenon      

Let Israel hope in the Lord henceforth and forevermore!  (Ps 130/131:3)

v: O Lord, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high.
    (Ps 130/131:1)
Thursday of Cheesefare/ Martyr Eutropius of Amasea, and with him Martyrs Cleonicus and Basiliscus

Aposticha

Tone 3
The Lenten spring has come,                                      

the flower of repentance.                                        

Brethren, let us cleanse ourselves from all evil,              

crying out to the Giver of light://                              

“Glory to You, O Lover of mankind!”

v: I lift up my eyes to You, enthroned in the heavens! Behold, as the eyes of 

servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He have mercy upon us. (Ps. 122/123:1-2) 

(Repeat: “The Lenten spring …”)

v: Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have  had more than enough of contempt. Too long our soul has been sated with the scorn of those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud. (Ps. 122/123:3-4)

Tone 3     (to the Martyrs)

Your martyrs, O Lord,                                             

were confirmed by faith and strengthened by hope.                

Spiritually united by love of Your Cross,                         

they overcame the tyranny of the Enemy.                          

They have obtained crowns of glory,//                            

and together with the Angels, they pray for our souls.          

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 


Tone 3
(Theotokion)

O Lady, first in holiness among the saints,
hymned by the angelic hosts,

song of the Apostles, preaching of the Prophets,//

accept our entreaties!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tone 4
Troparion
(Martyr Eutropius and those with him)
Your holy martyrs Eutropius, Cleonicus and Basiliscus, O Lord,
Through their sufferings have received incorruptible crowns from 

You, our God.

For having Your strength, they laid low their adversaries,

and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.

Through their intercessions, save our souls!


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4
Dismissal Theotokion
The Word of the Father,

even Christ our God,

was truly incarnate of you, O Virgin Theotokos,

the only pure and blessed one.//

Therefore we ceaselessly magnify you in song.
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