APRIL 23





Sixth Saturday of Great Lent: Lazarus’ Saturday

           Holy Glorious Great Martyr and Wonderworker George

(at Vespers served alone,  if out of  necessity the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts  will not be celebrated)

"Lord I Call..."    Tone 6

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Hear me, O Lord!  

Lord, I call upon You, hear me! 
Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!//

Hear me, O Lord! 

Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!//

Hear me, O Lord! 

v. (8) Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord.  Lord, hear my voice!
Tone 6
(from the Triodion, by Emperor Leo)
Wishing to see the tomb of Lazarus, O Lord, 

since of Your own will, You were soon to dwell in a tomb, 

You asked:  “Where have You laid him?”

Learning that which was already known to You, 

You cried to Your beloved friend:  “Lazarus, come forth!” 

He who had no breath obeyed the Lord Who gave him breath,// 

for You are the Savior of our souls. 

v. (7) Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!

You have come to the place of the burial of Lazarus, O Lord, 

the tomb of a man four days dead. 

Weeping for Your friend, O Bread of Life, You raised him up.

Therefore death was bound by Your voice, 

grave clothes were loosened by Your hand.  

The band of disciples was filled with joy. 

One song of adoration was sung by all:// 

“Blessed are You, O Savior!  Have mercy on us!”
v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 

Your voice destroyed the kingdom of hell, O Lord. 

Your powerful word raised from the tomb the one who was four days 

dead. 

Lazarus became the saving first-fruits of the world's regeneration. 

All things are possible for You, O Lord and King of all.// 

Grant Your servants cleansing and great mercy! 

v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 
You came to the tomb of Lazarus, O Lord. 

You called him by name, 

wishing to assure Your disciples of Your own Resurrection.

Hell was vanquished! 

It released Lazarus who was four days dead. 

He cried out to You:// 

“Glory to You, O blessed Lord!”

v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel hope on the Lord! 

Tone 8

Standing by the tomb of Lazarus, O Savior,

You called to Your friend, who was dead.

He heard Your voice, and awoke as from sleep.

Mortality was shaken by immortality.

By Your word the bound was unbound.

All is possible!  All things serve and submit to You, O Loving Lord.//

O our Savior, glory to You!

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 4    (from the Menaion for St George)   (Automelon – Model Melody)
As one valiant among the martyrs, O Great Martyr George,

today we gather to sing your praise.

You have harvested the wheat of virtue;

you have sown in tears and reaped in joy.

You have finished the race and kept the faith;

you have received from God the crown of victory.

Pray for us to Christ our God

that He may deliver us from corruption and misfortune//

as we celebrate your noble memory in faith!

v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

You trusted with a steady mind

and like a lion, went eagerly to the battle, O glorious one.

You despised the body as a corruptible thing,

and instead cared for your incorruptible soul.

Like gold purified seven times in the fire,//

you were burned by many torments, O wise Martyr George.

v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 
You suffered with the Savior, O glorious one,

united with His death by death.

You reign with Him in splendor,

arrayed in a robe dyed in the bright purple of your blood,

adorned with the scepter of your sufferings,

magnificent for eternity in the crown of victory,//

O holy great Martyr George.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 6
(from the Menaion for St George)
As a tiller of the earth you deserved your name*, O warrior George.

By carrying on your shoulders the Cross of Christ,

you have plowed the earth, barren through Satan's snares.

The thorns of idolatry held it fast,

but you planted it with the vine of true faith in Christ.
You have brought healing for the faithful in every land.

You have tended well the garden of the Trinity.

Pray for the well-being of the world//

and the salvation of our souls!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 8
(from the Triodion, by Andrew the Blind)
We have completed the forty days that profit our souls.

Let us sing: “Rejoice, city of Bethany, home of Lazarus!

Rejoice, Mary and Martha, his sisters!

Tomorrow Christ will come and raise Your dead brother to life.

Bitter and unsatisfied, hell will hear His voice.

Shaking and groaning, it will release bound Lazarus.

The assembly of Hebrews will be amazed.

They will greet Him with palms and branches.

Though their priests and elders look on Him with envy and malice,

the children shall praise Him in song:

‘Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord,//

the King of Israel!’”

Tone 6
Prokeimenon      

Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.

(Ps 123/124:8)

v: “If it had not been the Lord Who was on our side,” let Israel now say.

 (Ps  123/124:1)




Reading from Genesis (49:33-50:26)
Tone 4
Prokeimenon      

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Ps 124/125:1)


v: For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest upon the land allotted to the righteous.  (Ps  103/104:3)




Reading from Proverbs (31:8-31)



Isaiah 43:9-14 (St George)




Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 (St George)




Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-15 (St George)

*  Georgios, in Greek, means “earth-worker, tiller of the earth,  farmer.
Sixth Saturday of Great Lent: Lazarus’ Saturday

Holy Glorious Great Martyr and Wonderworker George

Aposticha

Tone 8
Idiomelon
(from the Lenten Triodion) 

We have completed the forty days that profit our souls.

Now let us beg the Lover of Man:

enable us to see the Holy Week of Your passion,

that we may glorify Your mighty work,

Your wonderful plan for our salvation,

as we sing with one heart and voice://

“O Lord, glory to You!”

v: I lift up my eyes to You, enthroned in the heavens! Behold, as the eyes of 

servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He have mercy upon us. (Ps. 122/123:1-2) 

(Repeat: “We have completed the forty days…”)
v: Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have  had more than enough of contempt. Too long our soul has been sated with the scorn of those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud. (Ps. 122/123:3-4)


Tone 4    (from the Menaion for St George)
You were armed with the shield of faith,

the helmet of grace and the spear of the Cross.

You were invincible to your adversaries, O glorious George.

As a champion of God, you conquered the hordes of demons.

Now you join the angelic choir,

and, as the faithful call on you,//

you help, sanctify and save them.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
Tone 4 
(from the Menaion, by the Studite)

Come, brethren, let us praise in spiritual songs

the ever-memorable Martyr George!

His endurance was harder than diamond;

he fervently declared himself for Christ!

He faced dangers and bore with hardships;

he hardened his perishable body to suffer torment!

His love overcame earthly nature,

enabling the lover to reach his Beloved through death://

Christ our God the Savior of our souls!

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 


Tone 8

Standing by the tomb of Lazarus, O Savior,

You called to Your friend, who was dead.

He heard Your voice, and awoke as from sleep.

Mortality was shaken by immortality.

By Your word the bound was unbound.

All is possible!  All things serve and submit to You, O Loving Lord.//

O our Savior, glory to You!

Tone 4 
Troparion (St George)
As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George,

by faith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness.

You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God;

thus you received the crown of victory.//

Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 1
Troparion
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion,

You confirmed the universal resurrection, O Christ God.

Like the children with the palms of victory,

we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of Death:

“Hosanna in the highest!//

Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.”

Sixth Saturday of Great Lent: Lazarus’ Saturday

Holy Glorious Great Martyr and Wonderworker George

(at the Divine Liturgy on Saturday morning)
Tone 1
Troparion
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion,

You confirmed the universal resurrection, O Christ God.

Like the children with the palms of victory,

we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of Death:

“Hosanna in the highest!//

Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.”

Tone 4 
Troparion (St George)
As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George,

by faith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness.

You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God;

thus you received the crown of victory.//

Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 4
Kontakion
(St George)

God raised you as His own gardener*, O George,

for you have gathered for yourself the sheaves of virtue.

Having sown in tears, you now reap with joy;

you shed your blood in combat and won Christ as your crown.//

Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Tone 2
Kontakion 
(Lazarus Saturday)

Christ, the Joy, the Truth, and the Light of all,

the Life of the World, and the Resurrection

has appeared in His goodness to those on earth.

He has become the Image of our Resurrection,//

granting divine forgiveness to all.

(Instead of the Trisagion, we sing:)

As many as have been baptized into Christ,

have put on Christ.  Alleluia.


Tone 3
Prokeimenon 

The Lord is my Light and my Savior!  Whom shall I fear?

(Ps 26/27:1)
v: The Lord is the defender of my life!  Of whom shall I be afraid?(Ps 26/27:2)

Tone 7
Prokeimenon   (St George)

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall hope in Him. (Ps 63/64:10)
Epistle





Hebrews 12:28-13:8





Acts 12:1-11 (St George)


Tone 5


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

v: The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty. (Ps  92/93:1)
v: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved.

 (Ps 92/93:1b) 

Tone 4
v: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree and shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. (Ps 91/92:12)  

Gospel




John 11:1-45





John 15:17-16:2 (St George)

(Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing:)

Come, all people, let us honor the pure Theotokos!
She conceived the divine Fire within her womb, yet was not consumed.

Let us magnify her in song!  (Hirmos of the 9th Ode of the Kanon)

Communion Hymns

Out of the mouths of babes and infants, You have fashioned perfect praise.
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance!  He shall not fear evil 

tidings. (Ps 111/112:6)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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