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CEap :ex 519 of the Laws of 1972,
effe :tive May 24, 1972

STATE OF NEW YORK

¢ d@"

9915

IN SENATE

. March 21, 1972

Intricduced hy COMMITTEE ON RULES--resd twice and ordered
printed, and when printed 1o be coimaitted to the Committee on
Corproentiony

AN ACT

1o incorporate an unincorporated refigious association kriown as
The Orthodox Church in America

The People of the Stete of New York, represenied in Senate and
Assembly, do enect as follows:

Orthodox Church in America, an autecephalous Church of the
Eastern Orthodox fai‘t.h more particularly described in section one
hundred five of the religious corporations Jaw as emended by chapter
five hundred sevent) -elght of the laws of nineteen hundred seventy-
one, is hereby created a body politic and corparate.

" =The name of the corporation hereby created shall be “The
Orthodox Church in America™

@%The duration of the'(-orpoualion stha.ll be perpetual.

ExeLaxaTion—3lattee In ifafice is new: matter in bruckets [ J is oId Jaw to be omitled.
c .

FThe unincorpurated religious association known as The
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%@?e particitlar objects for whick the carprration is formed are
the following exclusively religivus, educati-=al 22d charitsble pur-
proses:

() To camstitate the eeclesinstical povernir- “«siy of thut grouy of
elarehes, enthedrisls, chugrels, congresations, soo oties, parishes, com-
milices und other religlous nggencies and organirativns in the (Fnited
States of Ameries and the Dominion of Canada which, immedistcly
prior to the passage of this uct, were subject 1o the ecelesiastical gov-
ernance of the unineorporated religious associzzion known as The
Orthodox Church in Ameriea, or which hereafter shal! be ereated or
organized in the United States of Americz, the Dominion of Canaéa,
or elsewhere in North or South America, for the rurpose of and with
the intent of adkering toand being subject to fle ecclesiastical gov-
ernance of the corporation hereby created;

(b) To adhere to, practice, prumnlgate and disseminzie the doc-
trine, diseipline and worship of the One, Holy, Cazholic and A postolic
Church as tuught by the Holy Scriptures, Holy Tradition, the Beu-
wenienl and Provincial Councils and the Holy Fathers;

-{©) To promnote and advance tw spiritual and lempora.l aims of the
Eastern Orthodox faith in the United Siates of America, the
Dominivn of Canada, and elsewhere in North and South America by
all .proper and lawful means, direetly 2s well as tkrough corporations
or other organizations, entities or agencies now existing or hereafter
created or orgar-lized;

{d) To suppert, maintain, aid, advise or caopecate with zny corpo-

ration or other argranizations, entitics or agencivs ereated or ormanized
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and aperated exclusively for religious, educational or charitable pur-
poses, or two or more of such purposes, and now or hereafter existing
within the United States of America, the Dominion of Canada, orelse-
where in North or South America.

The corporation shall have power to take by hequest, device,

gift, purchase or lease, and hold, either absolutely or in trust, forany
ol its purposes, any property, real ur personal, without limitation as
10 amounf or value; to sell, mortgaye, lease or otherwise convey or
transter any such p;operty without obtaining the approval of any
court; to invest and reinvest any funds without limitation as; to the
type of investment; and to deal with, use, apply and expend any such
property or funds and the income derived therefrom in such manner
as will best promote its object.s..:lt. shall have all the powers and be
subject to all the restrictions which now pertain by law te religious
corporations created by special act, sofaras thesame areappiicable te

this eorporation end are not inconsistent with the provisions of this

{ act,

21l property, real and personal, of the said unincerporated
religious association known as The Orthedox Church in America shall
be deemed to he transferred to and vested in and owned by this corpo-
vation without further act or deed. AN claims, demands and e\jery
other 3nterest, whether vested or contingeat, shall be as effectually 1the
property of this corporation as they were of said unincorporated reli-
gious association. Any bequest, devise, gift, transfer or assignment, in

trust or otherwise, heretofore or hersufter made ov given to said unin-

curparited religious association, in or by any of the names by which it
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has been known prior to the passage of this aci. shall tnure 1o the
breuefit of and he vested in and owned by this cort-.cation. This corpo-
nttion shal! be deeted Lo haee assained sl shad be respansible for all

the Gabilities wd aligal fons of said unincorpors.ed oeligious wsyoni-

alion in the sune mauner as i his corpuration fizd incuered such lia.

bilities or abligativns,

i The affairs of the curporation shall be cinducted by a Holy

Synad, ;s s supreme eunonical body, an All-American Couneil, as
ifs highest legislative und administrative body. and & Metropolitan
Couneil, ay its permanent, ".x-ucuﬁv(' ey, 'The curporaiion shel) lw.-ve
thoe prowese by tha vote of two thirds of the pstibersof its AH-American
Couneil te make, ulter, inend or repeal by-laws. which nay be denum-
inuded as the statute of the curporation, for the management of the
alfairs of the corporation and the regulation of the affairs of its dio-
ceses, deaneries, parishes and other ¢onstituent bodies or agencies,
provided such'by-laws are not inconsistent witk the constitution and
laws of this state. Such by-laws may, among otzer things, provide for
the authority and powers of the corpnmtion‘s'Hol y Synod, AII-A.mer-
ivan Council and Metmi:o]itan Counceil, and vhe number, qualifica-
tions and method of choosing ihe me.mbers and officers of said bodies,
and may from time to time change the title ¢f any such body.

e statute of the unincorperated religivus association krown
as The Orthodox Church in Amaurica in eﬁ'ecl.irmedintely vrier to the
Passage of this act shall, to the extant applicadle. beconte the by -taws
of the corporation uatil superseding by-laws o this corpr;ruti oﬁ shail

have been adopted by its All-American Conaeil
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1 @Q}w first members of the corporation’s Holy 2od, All-Amer-
2 ican Council and Metropolitan Council, respectively, shall be those
3 persons who immediately prior to (ke passage of this act were Lhe
4 members of the Holy Synad, All-Ameriean Council and the Metropol-
5 itan Council, respectively, of Lthe unincorporated religious association
6 Ilmown as The Orthedox Church in America, and they shall continue
7 in their respective offices urft'll the election_, appointment or désigna-
§ tion of their successory as provided by the by-laws ¢f the corporation.

The corporation shall not sell, martgage or lease any of its

i
Wl property unless sueh sale, morlpage or lense is approved by its
11 Bletrapolitae Counct] whase npproval shall be evidenced by cectificate
12 of the gecretary or an nx.sistnul sverctary thereof,

18 The territary in which the operations of the corporation are

14 principally to be conducted is the Uniled States of America, the

13 Dominion of Canada and elsewhere in North and South America.

T2 The jineipal office of the eorporation is to be located in the

17 city, county and staie of New York.

i Mo part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to
19 thebenefit of any indi;'idual and no member, officer or employee of the
20 corporai:ion or of its Holy Synod, All-American Counéil, or M etropo.l-
21 itan Co:.mcil. shall receive or l;e lawfully et;titled {0 recetve any pecu-
22 niary profit of any kind therefr(;m. except r'easonable compensation

23 for services rendered in cffecting one or more of its purposes.

?The corporation shall have and possesy all the exemptions
25 from taxation conferred by law upon a corporation organized and
26 operated exclusively for religious, educational er eharitable purposes,

27 or for two or more of such purposes.
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-..‘ln the event that the corporation shall be dissotved or wound

up at any time, then ali the properties, moneys and assets of the cor-
poration remaining after the payment of or pravision for the debts
and liabilities of the corporation shall be transferred to and become
the property of such one or more corpovations, trusts, foundations or
oller organizations organized and opernted exclusively for religious,
rdueationnd ae charitalde purpases, or [wo or aore of such parposes,
nas sk e sebeetedd il desdggnntod by Uhe corparnfion’s ATl Americas
Chaneil, subjeet to the upproval of o Jusiier of the suprews ccart ap
other conrt having jurisdiction,

%}R@ln the judgment of the legislature, the ohjects of t!lis carpo-
Tlion t‘unm-u be attained under general law, and the provisions of

this act shall be tiherally constraed with a view to effeeling its objects

and promoting its purposes.
@@ﬁm hing in this act cantained shall affect any action or pro-
teeding now pending or vight acerued.

F If any provision of this act shul? be determined to be invalid

for any reason, the remaining provisions hereof shall nevertheless
wntinge jn &' Guee and effec..

T ;@ Th s zet shall t'e offect imurediately.




