MARCH 18





Third Saturday of Great Lent

           St Nikolai of Zhicha

at Vespers served alone (i.e., not together with the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts)
"Lord I Call..."    Tone 6

Lord, I call upon You, hear me!

Hear me, O Lord!
Lord, I call upon You, hear me!

Receive the voice of my prayer,
when I call upon You!

Hear me, O Lord! 

Let my prayer arise

in Your sight as incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice!

Hear me, O Lord!
v. (6) If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You. 

Tone 6
(St Nikolai)


You were revealed in every way as a most sacred and bearer of light,

invested with divine and holy anointing in the Holy Spirit,

ablaze with the brightness that comes from God,

always radiantly approaching the Holy of Holies,

and partaking of the saving Mysteries by grace.

As a true and most glorious hierarch,//

with boldness you intercede for our souls.

v. (5) For Your name's sake I have waited for You, O Lord, my soul has waited for Your word; my soul has hoped on the Lord. 

(Repeat: “You were revealed …”)
v. (4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel hope on the Lord! 

Your life was resplendent with virtues that enlightened the faithful

and dispelled the fog of error

for you truly appeared as a radiant sun, O all-blessed Hierarch.

And now you have made your dwelling 

where the Light that knows no evening shines;

by the grace of the Holy Spirit you have become a son of the day.

Therefore, as we celebrate your divine and revered memory,//

we lovingly honor you, O Father Nikolai.

v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

(Repeat: “Your life was resplendent …”)
v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations!  Praise Him, all peoples!

Your pure mind dwelt in God through faith.

Meditating on incorruption while in a mortal and corruptible body

you acquired the splendor of the Bodiless Powers.

By remaining passionless you were adorned with dispassion,

O Father and most-wise Hierarch Nikolai,//

radiant beacon and intercessor for those who honor your memory.

v. (1) For His mercy is abundant towards us; and the truth of the Lord endures for ever. 
(Repeat: “Your pure mind …”)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 8   
(from the Menaion, for St Nikolai)

The fruit of your virtues, 

O venerable Father Nikolai,

has enlightened the hearts of the faithful.

For, upon hearing of your immeasurable humility,

who would not wonder at your patience, gentleness, and compassion?

You have instructed all in the ways of God.

And now, as you are adorned with the never-fading crown,//

ever intercede on behalf of our souls!
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 5
 (Theotokion – Dogmatikon)

In the Red Sea of old,

a type of the Virgin Bride was prefigured.

There Moses divided the waters;

here Gabriel assisted in the miracle.

There Israel crossed the sea without getting wet,

here the Virgin gave birth to Christ without seed.

After Israel's passage, the sea remained impassable;

after Emmanuel's birth, the Virgin remained a Virgin.

O ever-existing God, Who appeared as Man,//

O Lord, have mercy on us!

Tone 4
Prokeimenon      

Oh, grant us Your help against the enemy, for vain is the help of men!

(Ps 59/60:13)
v: O God, You have rejected us, broken our defenses.  (Ps 59/60:1)

Reading from Genesis (8:4-21)
Tone 6
Prokeimenon      

Hear my cry, O Lord, listen to my prayer!  (Ps 60/61:1)

v: From the end of the earth I call to You. (Ps 60/61:2)
Reading from Proverbs (10:31-11:12)

Readings (St Nikolai)




Composite 2



Proverbs 10:31-11:12



Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-15
Third Saturday of Great Lent
St Nikolai of Zhicha 
Aposticha

Tone 7
Idiomelon
(from the Lenten Triodion) 

Like the Prodigal, I have turned away from Your grace.

I have spent the riches of Your goodness, O Lord.

I now run to You, crying, O tender-hearted One://

“I have sinned, O God, have mercy on me!”
v: I lift up my eyes to You, enthroned in the heavens! Behold, as the eyes of 

servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He have mercy upon us. (Ps. 122/123:1-2) 

(Repeat: “Like the Prodigal …”)
v: Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have  had more than enough of contempt. Too long our soul has been sated with the scorn of those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud. (Ps. 122/123:3-4)

Tone 7
(to the Martyrs) 

Despising all earthly things, O holy martyrs,

and bravely proclaiming Christ in the arena,

you received from Him the just reward

for all your sufferings;

and now, since you have boldness to approach Him,

we beseech you to entreat Him as Almighty God//

to preserve the souls of us who take refuge in you.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

Tone 8
(St Nikolai of Zhicha)
O holy hierarch, father Nikolaj, /

you are a good shepherd and a fervent teacher, /

and we cry out to you with praise, /

for God has adorned His Church with you; /

He has shown forth your incorrupt relics long hidden in the earth.
Therefore ceaselessly pray for those who venerate you,/
and intercede for the forgiveness and salvation of our souls!
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 


Tone 8
(Theotokion)  

Unwedded Virgin,

you ineffably conceived God in the flesh.
O Mother of God most high, 

accept the cries of your servants, O blameless one!

Grant cleansing of transgressions to all!//

Receive our prayers and pray to save our souls!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(at Vespers)


Tone 4
Troparion 
 (St Nikolai of Zhicha)

In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence;

your humility exalted you;

your poverty enriched you.

Hierarch Father Nikolai,

entreat Christ our God//

that our souls may be saved!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Tone 4
Resurrectional Dismissal Theotokion
The mystery of all eternity,

unknown even by Angels,

through you, Theotokos, is revealed to those on earth:

God incarnate by union without confusion.

He voluntarily accepted the Cross for us,

by which He resurrected the first-created man,//

saving our souls from death.

Third Saturday of Great Lent

St Nikolai of Zhicha

(at the Divine Liturgy on Saturday morning)

Tone 4
Troparion 
 (St Nikolai of Zhicha)

In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith,

an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence;

your humility exalted you;

your poverty enriched you.

Hierarch Father Nikolai,

entreat Christ our God//

that our souls may be saved!


Tone 2
Kontakion  (St Nikolai of Zhicha)

O holy hierarch, Father Nikolai, /

divine thunder and spiritual trumpet, /

planter of faith and the pruner of heresies, /

great favorite of the Trinity, /

standing now with the Angels before the throne of God ///

ceaselessly pray for our souls!
Tone 1
Prokeimenon
My mouth shall speak wisdom, the meditation of my heart shall be 


understanding.  (Ps 48/49:3)

v: Hear this, all nations! Give ear, all inhabitants of the earth! (Ps 48/49:1)
Epistle





Hebrews 10:32-28





Hebrews 7:26:-8:2 (St Nikolai of Zhicha)

Tone
 2


Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

v: The mouth of the righteous shall proclaim wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of judgment.  (Ps 36/37:30)

v: The Law of God is in his heart, and his steps shall not falter. (Ps 36/37:31)

Gospel




Mark 2:14-17





John 10:9-16 (St Nikolai of Zhicha)
Communion Hymn
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance!  He shall not fear evil 

tidings! (Ps 111/112:6)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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